NEWSLETTER

August 2008

Department of Infectious Diseases and Microbiology

Graduate School of Public Health
University of Pittsburgh

Pitt Menos Study
Turns 25

Twenty-five years ago this Fall the University of
1 Pittsburgh made history when the NIH selected a proposal
submitted by Charles R. Rinald®hD, to study the
natural history of the puzzling, new killdisease called
Al DS. The investigation was
since it was examining the development of AIDS in gay
men in Pittsburgh, and soon bewpart of the
Multicenter AIDS Cohort Study (MACS). Like the
disease itself, AIDS research wsil emerging in the
Fall of 1983. The scientific and medical community
knew little about this mysterious disease, but what they
did know painted a troubling picture. What better way to
confirm or refute hypotheses about the disease than the
surveillanceof alarge, national cohort of -aitsk

‘ " - individuals. Johns Hopkins University, Northwestern
University, and UCLA JomecPltt as research sites in thisulticenterproject (The originaMACS alsoincluded
the University ofCalifornia at Berkeley, who lateplit off as a separate projectpver the past quarter century
the MACS as a group and these member institutions individually became a driving national force in HIV/AIDS
research. In addition to producing a wealth of research data in their ownh@MACS sites also became a
beacon for broader HIV/AIDS research both nationally and on their individual campndesd, the MACS
was recently cited as one of the most important resources for HIV and AIDS res&aishssue of our
newsletter giveselt ai | s about wupcoming events to commemor a
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nationally.
1case now deceased
~ 7cases 6 dead
18 cases 14 dead
25 cases 24 dead
72cases 59 dead
154 cases 113 dead
316 cases 166 dead
545 cases 202 dead
807 cases 168 dead
20 cases 3 dead

““The disease
hasn’t hit here
very strongly,
and I think the
say
community has
facedittoa
large extent.”

— Charles Rinaldo,
University of
Pittsburgh Graduate
School of Public
Health and School
of Medicine




